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APPENDIX A 

Claim 1: A field-deployable solid phase microcxtraction kit comprising: 

a casing having a lid section, and at least a plurality of hermetically sealed 

transport tubes located in said casing, 

each transport tube for sealably and securely retaining a solid phase 

microextraction (SPME) fiber syringe assembly and preventing cross-contamination 

with another SPME fiber syringe assembly retained in another transport tube when 

carried together in said casing. 

Claim 2: The kit of Claim 1, 

wherein each of said transport lubes includes means for allowing sampling of 
on environment within said transport tubes to determine contamination of the 
retained SPME fiber syringe assembly, 

Claim 3; The kit of Claim 1, 

wherein each said fiber/syringe assembly includes a fiber protective cap, 

Claim 4; The kit of Claim 3, 

additionally including a fiber protective cap extraction tool. 

Claim 5; The kit of Claim 1, 

-13- 

PAGE 18^3 * RCVD AT 9/3/2004 5:41:37 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO€FXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSiD:9254238259 * DURATION (mm-ss):1 1-38 


SEP-03-04 FRI 03:10 PM LABORATORY COUNSEL 


FAX NO. 9254238259 


P. 19/23 


additionally include at least spare parls for said transport of lubes, at least 
one spare SPMK fiber /syringe assembly, protective glove9 and an instruction 
manual. 

Claim 6: The kit of Claim 1, 

wherein said casing and said lid section arc constructed so as to form an 
airtight interior. 

Claim 7; The kit of Claim 1, 

wherein said transport tubes are constructed of anodized aluminum. 

Claim 8: The kit of Claim 1, 

additionally including a tray containing a plurality of transport tubes 
removnbly positioned in said casing. 

Claim 9: The kit of Claim 1, 

wherein each of said transport tubes include a septum mounted in one end 
through which the interior of the transport tubes may be tested. 

Claim 10: The kit of Claim 1, 
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wherein said transport tubes are composed of two interconnected sections 
constructed to be hermetically sealed, each of said two sections having openings 
therein constructed lo secure the SPMH fiber/syringe assembly therein. 

Claim 11: A ficld-deployable solid phase microextraclion kit comprising: 

a casing having a lid section, and at least a plurality of hermetically sealed 
transport tubes located in said casing, 

each transport lube for sealably and securely retaining a solid phase 
microextraclion (SPME) fiber syringe assembly and preventing cross-contamination 
with another SPME fiber syringe assembly retained in another transport tube when 
carried together in said casing, 

said transport tubes being composed of two interconnected sections 
constructed to be hermetically scaled, each of said two sections having openings 
therein constructed -to secure the SPME fiber/syringe assembly therein/ 
said two interconnected sections of said transport tubes being secured together by a 
I wist/lock arrangement. 

Claim 12; The kit of Claim 10, 

additionally including at least one seal in said two interconnected sections. 

Claim 13; A field-dcployable solid phase microextraclion kit comprising: 
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a casing having a lid section, and at least a plurality of hermetically scaled 
transport tubes located in said casing/ 

each transport tube for sealably and securely retaining a solid phase 
rnicroextraction (SPME) fiber syringe assembly and preventing cross-contamination 
with another SPME fiber syringe assembly retained in another transport tube when 
carried together in said casing, 

said transport tubes being composed of two interconnected sections 
constructed to be hermetically sealed, each of said two sections having openings 
therein constructed to secure the SPME fiber/syringe assembly therein, 
at least one seal in said two interconnected sections, 

one of said two interconnected sections including an end section which 
extends into the other of said two interconnected sections, and wherein said seal 
comprises a pnir of spaced Oring mounted in its end section and constructed to 
contact an internal surface of said other said two interconnected sections. 

Claim 14: The kit of Claim 1, 

additionally including a tool for removing and inserting a protective cap on a 
fiber of said SPME fiber/syringe assembly. 

Claim 15: A field-deployablc solid phase rnicroextraction kit comprising: 

a casing having a lid section, and at least a plurality of hermetically sealed 
transport lubes located in said casing, 
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each transport tube for sealably and securely retaining a solid phase 
microextraefcion (SPME) fiber syringe assembly and preventing cross-contamination 
wilh another SPME fiber syringe assembly retained in another transport tube when 
carried together in said casing, 

said tool comprises a housing having a spring mounted plunger therein, said 
plunger having an opening therein, and said housing having an opening 
constructed to align with said opening in said plunger, whereby a protective cap is 
retained in said openings in said housing and said plunger by movement of said 
plunger, is released from being retained in said housing and said plunger by 
movement of said plunger. 

Claim 36: In an SPME kit, the improvement comprising: 

at least one hermetically sealed transport tube for a SPME fiber/syringe 
assembly, 

said transport tube having a configured interior corresponding to an exterior 
of the SPME fiber/syringe assembly, whereby said assembly is secured within said 
transport tube; and 

said transport lube including a seal in one end through which an interior of 
said transport tube coxild be tested to determine contamination of the retained SPME 
fiber syringe assembly. 

Claim 17: The improvement of Claim 16, 
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additionally including a protective cap for the fiber of said SPME 
fiber/syringe assembly. 

Clai in 1 8: The improvement of Claim 17, 

additionally including a tool for removing said protective cap from said fiber 
and reinstalling said protective cap on said fiber. 

Claim 19: The improvement of Claim 16, 

wherein said at least one transport lube includes two interconnected sections, 
means for securing said two sections together, and a sealing arrangement located 
intermediate said two interconnected sections. 
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